Modular uncemented prosthetic reconstruction after resection of tumours of the distal femur.
We report the use of the uncemented Kotz modular femur and tibia reconstruction system after 95 distal femoral resections performed from 1983 to 1989. The average follow-up was 51 months; 62 patients had at least 36 months' follow-up and 36 at least 60 months. Complications required reoperation in 55%. The postoperative infection rate was 5% for primary cases, 6% for revision cases, and 43% for revision of previously infected cases. The polyethylene bushes failed in 42% of cases at an average of 64 months postoperatively. Stem breakage occurred in 6% and was associated with the use of narrow stems and extensive quadriceps excision. The radiological results were excellent or good in most cases and were related to the initial screw fixation, but not to age, chemotherapy, length of resection or size of stem. The clinical results were excellent or good in 75%, failure usually being associated with a complication, especially infection.